PRORESEDMUND RICE CHRISTIAN BROTHERS NORTH ANE&RI&# 2017

Mapping an EvolvingCurriculum

TheCongregation of Christian Brothdminded byBlessed=dmund Ignatius Rigeceived Papal
approval asThe Society of Religious Brotheffie 1832 Constitutions speei:
The end of this Institute is, that all its membladsor, in the first place, for their own perfection,
and in the second, for that of theieighba, by a serious application to the instruction of male
children, especlly the poor, in the principles of religion and Christian piety.

In time the members became identified with the institutions they establisffiest throughout Ireland

andlater throughout the worldasThe Brothers of the Christian Schools of Ireland

Today, on six continents, the Brothers give ever new expression to our mandate f A S | a NBf A
consecrated brotherhood for the evangelization of youth withinilea &8 A 2y 2 F / KdzNOK ® ¢

Asthe missionstretchesbeyond the structures of schaad global perspective calls us teagamine the
synthesis of faith and life, life and culture, involved in the greater work of evangelizZdfimseek to

map out a larger curridum embracing the realities of our time and the aspirations of new generations
of the People of Gothrough community engagement, presence, compassion and liberation.

This edition of PROFILES featuoes Brothers from North America engaged in mappihg turriculum
of Edmund Rice Christian Brother Education within and beyond boarders.

Brother B. Sebastian Samp, Cteé@chesat Damien Memorial School in Honolulu, Hawa&irother

Edmund Conti, CFC, coordinates innovative teaching strategies at VanGuliege in British Columbia
CanadaBrother Robert Novak, CHE Chair of the Physics Departmenitiona College, New Rochelle,

New YorkBrotherKevin CawleyCFCisi KS . NP GKSNE Q Y I yinNew YolkiC. ' yAGSR b
Together they offer a pergetive on the emerging map of an evolving curriculum.

Brother B. Sebastian Samp, CFC
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he had just finished presenting what he considered an easy, bregkactice route to theross country
team at his new assignment, Damien Memorial Schobldnolulu, Hawaii. He realized he had work to
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do to bring these young athletes to potential. Teachers and coaches are ever starting anew. Some face
the challenge reluctantly, others, like Br. Samp, delight in tapping a reservoir of spirit that ignites the
enthusiasm and confidence of each new generation of students and athletes.

4

c
A

S' NI OSX o

, IU
L

¢tK2daAK({ia o0SFT2NB
w

At Brother Rice High School in Chicago and Palma School in Salinas, California, Brother Samp honed his
skills as an educator, a coach, and IT spistiDamien Memorial asked him to lead the faculty in the
complicated process of mapping the school curriculum aligning it with regional and national educational
content, skills, and achievement leveldestepping oftrepeated invitations to use higganizational

and technologicaskillsin the administration of the school, Brother requested and received a full

schedule of mathematics classéte experiences direct interaction with students as the most

appropriate expression of his vocatio®nd soit was in his spare hours that he gathered the

information and mapped the master curriculum of the grade 12 school.

In helping teachers to identify the content and competencies sought in each subject and at each level,
Brother strove to keep the faculty mindful of the larger mission of the scdadbamien Memorial, the
curriculum map goes beyond state criteria to emgmass theEssential Elements of an Edmund Rice
Education Gospel values, global awareness;ial consciousness, and advocacy on behalf of those on
the margins of societygre toinform and animate the life of thechool

Hebelieves that dife of prayer, community, and servicaurturesthe presence and compassion that
liberates the talents and energies of a new generation of leaders.
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Asked vhat animateshisvocation today Brother Samppecame uncharacteristically effusivhatngthe
following:

I will be 60 this year in May, but | do not feel that way at all. | still feel like | am young and have
lots ofenergy. True, | cannot do many things as | could years ago, but | keep myself in good
shape.

| teach five classes of Algebra to freshraed am the head coach of th€rossCountryteam. |

still run with the team, but not in the front.am also the head coach of the Track and Field team.
I mainly coach the distance runners and hurdéard have a hand in all the other events.

| work hard at everytinig | do and | am mostly in the back background.

| am just the average kind of guy who likesedpwhere | can. | would not hesitate to assist
others.l am sort of a handy man around the houienks to my father who taught nmeany

things. lam decent cak if there is a recipe | can follow it. | am a neat freak and like things

organized.

Typical day:
5:45 get up 4:30¢ 5:30 (when not in season) Readiigke-up work
6:15 Mediation and Spiritual Reading 5:30 prayers
6:45 Breakfast 6:15 Dinne we each cook | have Wednesday and
7:10 Head to school Saturday
3:15 Start Practice of my own workout if not 7:00¢ 9:00 classwork, watch television
in season 9:00 retire

WeekendsTrack and cross country megthores around the houséelp at ACT and SAT

testing e amovie now and againdsit a Brother in a care facility, anebdhopping for the

week ahead.

When there is time ktax, read, watch DVD from Netflix with the community, watch teleyision
Summer time; teach summer school, visit family and friends in &@juand Salinas, do bigger
jobsaround the house

Hobbies: golf, weight lifting, walking, running, reading and watching science fiction, computer
games Star Trek and Star Wars faamd like going to Renaissan&airs

Favorite Sport TeamAll Chicagoteams dz6 &> . SF NRX . dzZ fasx .t O1KI g1 :
the Cubs won. Have been listening to them on radio and television all the time when growing up
as a kid.

Other trivial facts: | am the first of 8 children. Worked in a circus before joining ttleeBro
(Circusvargas). Was one of the hssif a radio show program called the SixSiders. The show
specialized iiscience fiction and fantasy. We did movie reviews and interviewed authors and
actors and actressdsom moviesand television shows.

Brother Edmund Conti, CFC

Originally from Montreal, Brother Edmond Conti has spent most of his teaching career on the east and
west coasts of Canadim Newfoundland and British Columbia. His specialty has beernf'tiyesle.

Currently at Vancouver College, #0KL2 school, he is recalled by a number of the graduating seniors
and their finest teacher.
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His classroom is a launching pad for virtual as well as actual @glesrin transformation. For part of

the year it may be a Native American villagth a central teepee large enough to host the regular class
pow-wows As the year progresses, it is transformed into a planetarium, a zoo, or an aquarium.
Constellations appear on the ceiling, gerbils or laboratory ratdaiween feeding stationandplay

areas in transparent tubes, larvae transform into butterflies to be released into the school gardens,
salmon roe is hatched anduringa class outing, rejoin the river paths of their ancestors.

As the year approaches its finale, his class becdhw&lobe Theater. Senior teachers are invited to
AKFENB GKSANI Ayairdakida | yR (fomBaletbidMdzbethdnd Genftis T G K I N.
time to anticipate the joys of summer.

Recently Brother Conti changed roles.dsv co-teacheswith each of the primary school teachest
the school, encouraging and demonstrating ¢cleverways of entering the rich educational realms of
fantasy, curiosity, and creativity, evoking theique giftedness of each clail
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' YR G KSy X Theyblhg sciknfisys ¥etail for Brother Edmund Conti, CFC, their observations of
seed planting, gestation, and development of new life.
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Brother Robert Novak, CFC

Br.RobertNovak CFC, with one of Hsna Colleg@hysics studentsutside the entance to the NASA
Infraredtelescops at the summit of Mauna Kea, Hawalii

Brother Robert Novak, has been on the lona College Faculty since 1976. Originally from Néwark

where he attended Essex Catholic High School, he joined the Christian Brothers in 1967. After graduating
from lona in 1972 with a major in Physics, he went back to Essex Catholic where he taught Physics and
coached soccer. Meanwhile, he pursued & a (i BebiEedn Physics at Stevens Institute of Technology.
After completing that degree, he began teaching garte at lona College while studying for a doctorate

at Columbia University. Upon receiving a Ph.D., he becametarfalfaculty member at lona ih980

and is currently Chair of the Physics Department.
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teams. He has also been active in scientific research. For the past twenty years, he has been a

colla@d 2N} G2NJ gAGK b! {1 Q& !'aiGdNRroA2f238 LyadAaddziS 20
Maryland. They study the composition of comets and the atmosphere of Mars using goasad

telescopes. Br. Novak, along with several of his students, ade everal trips to the NASA telescope

located on Mauna Kea on the Big Island of Hawaii. These trips have resulted in over forty scientific

publications where Br. Novak is either the primary author or-awthor.
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who are also very active in their religion. Their pursuit of science is seen in the larger picture of
200FAYAYy3 | 0SGGUSNI dzy RSNEGFYRAY3I 27F DiZGEBRIA / NBIF (A2
2008, Br. Novak and twelve other members of this group took an eight day trip to Beijing China where

Mapping an EvolvingCurriculum psmoffettcfc@gmail.com
Profiles Edmund Rice Christian Brothers North America page6 of 10 pages



mailto:psmoffettcfc@gmail.com

they visited location where the Jesuit Paleontologist, Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, lived, worked and
wrote. His writings are among the most irdhtial spiritual writings of the twentieth century.

Br. Novak and lona College students on top of Mauna Kea, Hawaii with telescopes in the background.

Br. Novak was attracted to the Christian Brothers while he was a student in high school. As a high school
student, he became very aware of his talents, especially in science and mathematics. His family and
parish inspired him to use those talents in a w@ayelp others. He noticed that the Brothers at Essex
Catholic were very joyful people. He also noticed that they either had higher degrees or were pursuing
higher degrees. Br. Power, who taught at Essex, had a Ph.D. in Biology. It gradually dawnetthah him

by joining the Christian Brothers, he could both pursue his God given talents and use them to help
others.
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to study at lona. Ten years ago, the®ers Community decided to direct these funds to support the

education of Brothers from Africa to attend lona and finish thelr O K Slegeedkla@dd possibly stay for

a Masters decree. Since then, eight have returned to Africa and one is currentlingtadyona College.

Br. Novak has been coordinating this program for the past ten years.
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Br. Novaks a welcome guest of among the studeatshe Changa Changa school in Mazabuka, Zambia
during a visit with Brothers iBouthAfricawho had studied at lona College in New Rochelle, NY

Brother Kevin CawleyCFC

Brother Kevin Cawley, CFC, represents Edmund Rice International at the United Nations in New York

City. h his career as a teacher, high school administrator, and college professor, he became sensitized

G2 GKS AYLRNIFYOS 2F SELIYRAY3I FyR RSSLISYAy3 addR
whole universe and their role in promoting peace, justice gredintegrity of creation.

In collaboration with Brothers at the United Nations Offices in Geneva and with input from the larger
Edmund Rice Network, Brother Cawley lobbies for human dignity, raises awareness of the violation of
basic rights, monitors &rts at sustaining the earth, and provides documentation to support the
advocacy efforts of Edmund Rice teachers, students and associates, throughout the Network. As Main
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